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Michel Band Land Claim
Michel Band is one of the continuing land claims in Canada, referring to Iroquois and Cree individuals. In 1878, the people signed Treaty seven on the piece of land in Sturgeon River located on the western side of Edmonton. It happened after the Department of Indian Affairs planned to ensure other Canadian people would occupy the area. Michel Band was set as an example, but the approach used motivated the people to offer their lands.  
The process was named enfranchisement, where people gave out their lands so they would be allowed to vote, enter into the mainstream culture, and get the freedom to choose where the children would school. Children whose parents refused to offer their lands attended the residential schools. In 1985 the Indian Act was amended in Bill C-31, and about 750 people in Michel Band regained their status (Morin, 2017). The current land claim insists the people should be recognized as a band, so social amenities like schools and hospitals are built in the area. 
If the Band wins the case, the leading benefits expected are accessibility of governmental and social services. Currently, the area has over 1000 members, and the number is expected to go higher (Morin, 2017). However, people do not access services like schools, medical care, and money to help them grow. It would also bring unity among the society members as most of those who left due to the lack of services would return. However, the chances for success of the land claim are limited based on the recent cases.  
The Alberta court named the issue 'drop dead rule' referring to cases whose activities have not been active for at least three years. Such aspects are dismissed by the court, which was said by one of the members as the main barrier experienced in the federal court system. Nevertheless, the group has not given up, hoping to establish another case in a few months.   They are motivated to convince the Trudeau administration to treat the Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada people like the rest of the citizens.
Michel Band and Blood Tribe's land claims have both similarities and differences. They are alike as the cases involve the government and a particular society. In the two, the administration took the people's land, which they feel was wrong and unjust, and claiming is necessary. On the other hand, they are different as the Blood Tribe claim is concluded where the people regained their status, and the government is directed to compensate. However, the Band's case is ongoing, and the light is not yet evident. 
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